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Canine Currency
Canine Currency is a protocol used to help build reliable behaviors, to give dogs a sense of routine, and to create rules and expectations for the dog.  The basic idea is that dogs have to earn many of their resources by following cues given by the handlers—they don’t follow the cue, they do not get the resource they want.  We can teach dogs that polite behavior gets them things instead of barking, growling, biting, whining, etc.

The basic protocol is to teach your dog a few very reliable cues that they can use like currency to gain resources like going outside, getting a leash put on, getting their food bowl, being allowed on furniture, getting to play with toys, or getting you to throw the ball.

Here are the basic steps:

1. Teach a few very reliable behaviors that can be used like money to buy things the dogs want.  Sit, Down, Hand Target, or Eye Contact.  

2. Once one or more of those behaviors are reliable, you can start asking the dog to perform one of those behaviors in order to buy a resource that they want (getting a leash on, you opening the door to go outside, getting in the car, getting dinner, you throwing the ball, etc.)

A secondary but IMPORTANT piece of this puzzle is the daily freebies!   Set aside about ¼ of your dog’s daily rations that you will use to reward the good choices your dog makes every day.
These are NOT things you ASK of your dog.  You will be required to notice when your dog is making good choices.  For example, you are cooking dinner and your dog is relaxing on her mat, give her a freebie.  You walk in the room and Fido doesn’t jump up, reward that behavior.

The more your reward the behaviors you like, the more your dog will offer those good behaviors!  Catch your dog being good!
